NWSA-Hampton Roads Chapter visit to USS Wisconsin

Our group, consisting of Bob Daigle (AGCS Ret.); Ed Nelson* (LCDR Ret.); Laura
Richter (AGC Ret.) and Dennis Pauly (AG2 Rel.), met at the request of the Education
Dept. of the Nauticus Maritime and Navy Museum located in Norfolk, VA for the purpose
of examining some Meteorological equipment they had acquired and wanted to
incorporate into their Maritime Weather Program for local schools; as well as to answer
questions relative to "A Day In The Life . . ." of Aerographers/Aerographer's Mates both
ashore and at sea.

* CDR Nelson's father was actually a 'Plank Owner' of USS
Wisconsin when commissioned in 1944 during WWII!

In addition to a weather 'Lab’ located in the beautiful Museum, they maintain a room
located aboard Battleship Wisconsin where classes are conducted on various weather-
related subjects and equipment. Also located in this classroom are various posters with
accompanying text, including some related to 'Upper Air' operations performed during
USS Wisconsin's last deployment (Desert Storm 1991) that our Chapter put together a
few years back to aid our partners at Nauticus.

Our hosts were Andrea Fisher, Jacqui Stanford, Kweku Adjaye and Lauren
Washburn - all Education Specialists at Nauticus. In addition to being very enthusiastic
teachers and ambassadors for the City of Norfolk and its museums, they treated us to a
delicious lunch that we all enjoyed.

On this visit they had 2 'Barographs' for us to help identify, explain the use of and
also their value to the Analyst/Forecaster. They also had a 'Hand Held Anemometer
that we also explained the use and value of when a ship's 'Wind Birds' are out of
commission or special "across-the-deck" wind speed/direction determinations are
necessary.

The Nauticus group expressed much gratitude for our visit and indicated a desire for
future participation of our Chapter by way of helping to identify future acquired
equipment and possible weather-related lectures to their classes.
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