
REUNION #48 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  

7 May 2025 

 

President Ed Straten called the meeting to order at 1600. 
 
All Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chaplain O’Brien Opening prayer 
 
The minutes of the 2nd Executive Board Meeting on Reunion #47 Celebrity Cruise were unavailable. 
 
President Report Opened the meeting with comments, including “The state of the Naval Weather Service 
Organization continues to be intact after 50 years.  The first reunion was held in 1975 at Lakehurst NJ, and 
many reunions have been held at many locations across the United States.  Welcome to Bay ST Louis, 
MS!” 

President Straten reported that First Vice President Tom Berkeridge is unable to assume the 
Presidency in July.  Second Vice President Tim Kenefick was asked if he would fleet up and he has agreed 
to do so.  Tim Kenefick will relieve President Straten on July 1, 2025. 

Secretary/Treasurer Tom Miovas is unable to attend this reunion and has asked to be relieved soon 
so he can help with the transition.  Nominations will be taken for both vice presidents and secretary/treasurer 
later in the meeting. 

Special thanks to Robert and FJ Cutting for hosting this reunion.  Great job! 
Special thanks to Steve Smith and Gary Cox for always being there when I needed them. 

 Be on the alert for internet and phone scams.  They are getting much more sophisticated and now 
use artificial intelligence to mimic relative’s voices and familial knowledge.  Be aware! 
 Thanks to Sandra Burke for her special contributions, working with Reunion Chair Tom Berkeridge 
for last year’s canceled reunion and this year’s recognition ceremonies to be held at the general meeting 
tomorrow. 
 It has been my honor to be your President. 
 
First VP Report  No report. 
 
Second VP Report  Tim Kenefick reported that he was ready to take the helm. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Report 
 
Finances 
 
Checkbook = $6,654.55, breakdown: 

General fund = $785.53 
Life members fund = $1,198.84 
Scholarship fund = $413.00 
Reunion fund = $4,257.18 

 
3 CDs combined value = $35,353.32 
 
Members = 307 
Life members = 236 
Dues paying members = 17 
 
Aerograph 
EMAIL = 238 
USMAIL = 15 
UNKNOWN ADDRESS OR EMAIL ADDRESS = 54 
 
Historian Report  No report.  
 
Aerograph Editor Steven (Smitty) Smith stated that he has enjoyed being the editor and he hopes to be 
doing so for the foreseeable future. 



Webmaster Report  Gary Cox continues to enjoy the job. 

 

Reunion Committee Report Chairman Robert Cutting reported that things are working well with no 

unsolvable  problems except for the canceled visit to the AG School at Biloxi yesterday.  It looks like we will 

break even, but it is very close.  No seed money was provided, nor used, which made the balancing of the 

budget much more stressful for Bob and FJ than it should have been.  The activities planned and held to 

date have been great (much applause from the membership). 

 
Nominating Committee Report Chairman Pat O’Brien reported he currently is requesting nominees for 
1st and 2nd vice presidents, and secretary/treasurer.  Pat took nominations from the floor and Richard “Dick” 
Thayer accepted the nomination for 1st Vice President; Jim Romano and Robert “Bob” Cutting were both 
nominated for 2nd Vice President.  Cap Casperson had previously accepted the nomination for 
Secretary/Treasurer and no other nominees were submitted from the floor.  The vote for the 2nd Vice 
President elected Bob Cutting as 2nd Vice President.  Dick Thayer and Cap Casperson were unopposed 
and were elected by acclamation. 
 
Finance Report Chairman Larry Warrenfeltz reported the S/T sent him a copy of his spreadsheet and 
everything is in order and accepted.  Secretary/Treasurer Tom Miovas always keeps our books balanced 
and responds in a proactive manner when information is requested. 
 
Scholarship Committee Report Chairman Mike Gilroy was not in attendance.  Larry Warrenfeltz gave the 
Scholarship Report.  Mike is pleased with how the AMS is distributing the NWSA funds we provided.  AMS 
selects two students and keeps Mike in the loop during selection process to confirm the nominees are 
NWSA-approved students.  Mike is invited to the AMS Meeting when the Scholarship Awards are 
presented.  Mike believes that this investment to the AMS is our (NWSA) legacy. 
 
Old business - None. 
 
New business 
 

Reunion #49; Significant discussion followed by suggestions were made:  Steve Smith, the only 
one in attendance from that area, said he would help with a San Diego Reunion, but San Diego is very 
expensive, and traffic is crazy.  Mike Gilroy told Cap if he had assistance from California/ Neveda/Arizona 
members and had already asked Tom Miovas for contact info, he would help.  Las Vegas/Reno was 
suggested as well as a cruise out of the West Coast, Texas, or Florida.  Patti Straten and Lori Casperson 
said they would investigate inexpensive different cruises and report back to the membership tomorrow 
morning at the last general membership meeting.  Action tabled until tomorrow morning’s meeting. 
 

Mike Gilroy moved (via Larry Warrenfeltz) that NWSA move $25,000 to AMS when the association 
CDs come due.  The motion was seconded by Dick Thayer.  We had an excellent discussion. In general, 
the attending members are in agreement with Mike that our money will eventually be better used to support 
the NWSA Scholarship than to be thrown into the accumulation pot at the Navy Relief Society.  However, 
based on the attendees and what we voted on, we are convinced that even though our membership is 
aging and our numbers are dwindling, that the NWSA is still alive and well. The motion did not pass. 
 
 Marty Bonk made a motion to ask the members that are getting the Aerograph to give a donation 
of $5 through an added note to offset the cost of mailing the newsletter.  This wouldn’t completely cover the 
cost of mailing the Aerograph, but it might help offset that cost and encourage them to go to use the email 
option.  Motion was not passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1700.  



REUNION #48 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

8 May 2025 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Ed Straten at 0900. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Master of Arms. 

 

Chaplain  Pat O’Brien led us in prayer. 

 

Two Bell ceremony and reading of the Necrology was conducted by Chaplain Pat O’Brien.  We have said 

farewell to our shipmates and spouses in the past 24 months. 

 

Minutes of General Membership Meeting at Reunion #47 Celebrity Cruise were unavailable. 

 

President  - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes.. 

 

First VP Report - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Second VP Report  Reported that he was ready to take the helm but will be reaching out to predecessors 

for mentorship and advice. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Report - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Historian Report – No report. 

 

Aerograph Editor Report - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Web Master - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

President Ed Straten gave a well-deserved attaboy to Bob and FJ Cutting who worked so diligently putting 

this Reunion together. 

 

Finance Chairman Report - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Scholarship Chairman - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Nominating Committee Chairman - See EXECUTIVE BOARD minutes. 

 

Old Business -  None. 

 

New Business - Reunion #49 much discussion and options discussed.  Cruise was voted as the Reunion 

#49 best option.  After much discussion and with Patti Straten and Lori Casperson’s offer to lead the reunion, 

a four day cruise will be researched, most likely out of Florida.  Pensacola Chapter obligated themselves 

to support a cruise in 2026. 

Tim Kenefick volunteered to lead a reunion in Charleston or Myrtle Beach in two years (#50 in 

2027). 

Steve Smith offered to lead a San Diego Reunion in three years (#51 in 2028) if he has lots of help. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 0955. 

 

S/T(elect) Cap Casperson: sectrenwsa@gmail.com   

mailto:sectrenwsa@gmail.com

